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Did you know? 
Takes you to the bookstore 
Textbook Options 
•New Textbooks  
•Used Textbooks  
•Textbook Rentals  
•E-Textbooks Purchase 
•E-Textbook Rental 
•Open Source  
Options 
 
Open Source Options 
• Self published Creative Commons on Connexions 
• Collaborative Statistics 
• http://cnx.org/content/col10522/1.25 
• Projects 
• University of Minnesota Open Textbook Catalog 
• https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/ 
• The Global Text Project 
• http://www.lightandmatter.com/area1sn.html 
• cK-12 FlexBook System: Biology Concepts 
• http://www.ck12.org/book/CK-12-Biology-Concepts/ 
• Open Source Publisher 
• Flat World Knowledge 
• http://www.flatworldknowledge.com/ 
 
Flat World Knowledge 
• A platform and a publisher 
 
Points to consider 
• For Authors 
• Writers are retained and books go through a traditional editing 
process 
• Writers are PAID $$ competitive rates for authoring textbooks 
 
• For Faculty 
• Full information on books available 
• Consistency in quality, appearance, usability 
• Customizable 
• Supplemental teaching materials available 
 
• For Students 
• No special readers/software required for online version 
• Students choose what they want to purchase 
• Supplemental learning materials available 
 
Are they being used? 
• Flat World Knowledge reported adoptions at over 2,000 
colleges and universities for use by over 300,000 students 
in August, 2011 
• 75 books available 
• Both Virginia State University and University System of 
Ohio have had pilot projects to use Flat World Knowledge 
books in their courses. 
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– Teach  
• Organizational Behavior  
• Human Resource Management 
 
• Advantages of using Flat World Knowledge 
textbook 
 
– Cost 
 
– Convenience 
 
– Flexibility & adaptability 
 
– Supplemental materials for students 
• Disadvantages of using Flat World Knowledge 
textbook 
 
– Lower depth of coverage of some topics  
 
– Sometimes inelegant writing style 
 
– Impoverished index in textbook 
 
 
 
